
Bridging Anticoagulation for Atrial Fibrillation

• In patients with non-valvular atrial fibrillation 
with a CHADS2 <4, evidence suggests holding 
anticoagulation in perioperative setting does not 
increase risk of arterial thromboembolism1

• In patients with CHADS2 >5, the evidence is less 
clear and warrants a longer discussion of the risks 
and benefit of holding anticoagulation

1. Douketis JD, Spyropoulos AC, Kaatz S, Becker RC, Caprini JA, Dunn AS, Garcia DA, Jacobson A, Jaffer AK, Kong DF, Schulman S, Turpie AG, Hasselblad V, Ortel TL; BRIDGE Investigators. Perioperative 
Bridging Anticoagulation in Patients with Atrial Fibrillation. N Engl J Med. 2015 Aug 27;373(9):823-33.

2. January CT, Wann LS, Calkins H, Chen LY, Cigarroa JE, Cleveland JC Jr, Ellinor PT, Ezekowitz MD, Field ME, Furie KL, Heidenreich PA, Murray KT, Shea JB, Tracy CM, Yancy CW. 2019 AHA/ACC/HRS 
Focused Update of the 2014 AHA/ACC/HRS Guideline for the Management of Patients With Atrial Fibrillation: A Report of the American College of Cardiology/American Heart Association Task 
Force on Clinical Practice Guidelines and the Heart Rhythm Society in Collaboration With the Society of Thoracic Surgeons. Circulation. 2019 Jul 9;140(2):e125-e151.

Daniel O’Brien, MD

DOES NOT apply to 
patients with valvular 

atrial fibrillation or 
indications for 

anticoagulation other 
than atrial fibrillation2


