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MPI uses radioactive tracers 
to visualize myocardial 
perfusion at rest and after 
stress (either exercise or a 
vasodilator).
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MPI with SPECT detects 
relative changes in perfusion. 

This is why SPECT can miss 
perfusion defects in those with 
severe multivessel disease due 
to balanced ischemia.

MPI with PET overcomes 
this by measuring absolute
blood flow 
à higher sensitivity than 
SPECT.


